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The War Years – Our School Log
5.2.40 – 7.11.45

	5.2.40
	I, Ronald Hugh Trown, on this day opened Turfpits Lane Junior and Infant School (Temp.) for enrolment purposes.  Seventeen children were enrolled.  Extreme weather conditions for many days recently have prevented delivery of fuel, of which there is total lack of supply in school.  This has prevented cleaning being done, as water freezes on the classroom floor.  An urgent request for fuel was telephoned to the Education Offices.



	6.2.40
	Thirty-eight more children were enrolled today.  No fuel delivered.  A further request was made.




	7.2.40
	Today's enrolment consisted of fifty-one children.  Still no fuel.  Promise of delivery by the week end.  Supplies delayed on railways, and lorries unable to read side roads owing to heavy falls of snow.



	8.2.40
	During the day eighty-six children came for enrolment.




	9.2.40
	The total number now enrolled is 221, of which number 200 have been offered admission.



	12.2.40
	One hundred and sixty-four children attended this morning, but as no fuel had arrived, and classroom temperatures were four degrees below freezing point, they were dismissed after being asked to attend on Wednesday following.

The staff allocated to this school consists of:

Miss E. A. A. Allen

Mrs E. Hartshorne  

Miss N. G. Perrott

Mr S. O. Evans

Fuel supply arrived this afternoon.  Heating system could not be used because the water supply between the meter and the main was frozen.


	13.2 40
	Water supply obtained late Tues pm.  Heating system put into operation.



	14.2.40
	One hundred and forty-five children attended, but were sent home until tomorrow (Thurs) as classrooms were not yet cleaned, and were thoroughly damp and cold.



	15.2.40
	School opened today.  One hundred and sixty-eight children were present.



	19.2.40
	A staff meeting was called to discuss the routine of the school.



	21.2.40
	Mr Thompson, the district inspector, paid a visit today.  He took particulars of deficiencies in school furniture, and made notes of work to be completed in connection with clearing of site and completion of Air Raid Shelters.




	26.2.40
	A staff meeting was held today.  Subjects for discussion were Registration; School Hours; Preparation; Cloakrooms; Lateness; Police, Fire and Air Raid Precautions arrangements.

Owing to long time taken by Infant classes to reach shelters, daily practice has become necessary.



	1.3.40
	Mr Evans absent today.



	4.3.40
	A staff meeting was held to discuss arithmetic scheme for the school.



	5.3.40
	Time taken for children to reach shelters today was three and a half minutes.  Miss Allen absent, ill.



	6.3.40
	Miss Allen absent today.



	7.3.40
	Miss Allen returned to duty.




	11.3.40
	Arithmetic methods were discussed at a staff meeting held today.




	13.3.40
	H.M.I's Arnold and Brook visited the school, and stayed for half an hour.  They wished to know numbers in each class; visited each classroom, and saw the air raid shelters, and proposed site for school gardens.



	18.3.40
	The discussion of the Arithmetic scheme was concluded at today's staff meeting.



	20.3.40
	School was closed today at four-thirty pm, for Easter Recess.




	1.4.40
	School reopened today for Summer Term.



	4.4.40
	Air raid practice.



	10.4.40
	Air raid practice.



	18.4.40
	Air raid practice.



	22.4.40
	Nurse Marchbank visited the school to examine the children, with a view to the detection of vermin.



	25.4.40
	Air raid practice.



	3.5.40
	Air raid practice.



	9.5.40
	Alderman Dr W. B. Featherstone J.P. the school visitor came to see us today.

 

	10.5.40
	Air raid practice.

School was closed at noon today for Whitsuntide Recess.




	14.5.40
	Schools reopened: Home Office order.

Instructions received from Board of Education that they were to remain open for remainder of Whitsuntide week, and that registers were to be marked.

Air raid practice.  Miss N. G Perrot absent am.



	17.5.40
	Air raid practice.



	21.5.40
	Air raid practice and gas mask drill.



	24.5.40
	Air raid practice and gas mask drill.



	28.5.40
	Air raid practice and gas mask drill.




	30.5.40
	Dr Fraser Smith visited the school for the purpose of carrying out a medical inspection.  He examined twenty-eight children from the reception class.

A staff meeting was held to discuss various schemes of work, and changes in air raid practice routine.




	3.6.40
	At today's staff meeting it was decided to have air raid practices for the whole school at least three times each week.  In addition individual class practices were to be taken where special parts of the practice needed further rehearsal.



	17.6.40
	Nurse Marchbank visited the school to examine children with a view to the detection of head vermin.



	24.6.40
	David Slater of Class 2 had an accident during the afternoon recess.  Playing round the trees in the playground, he caught his wrist on a piece of broken twig.  I took him to the School Clinic in Slade Rd, where the incised wound was treated, and on returning to school reported the incident to the Chief Education Officer.




	8.7.40
	Mr Evans absent from duty.



	12.7.40
	No report received from Mr Evans explaining his absence until today, this in response to a letter sent by Head Teacher.



	15.7.40
	Mr Evans returned to school today.



	22.7.40
	Mrs Hartshorne absent from duty.



	23.7.40
	Mrs Hartshorne returned to duty.



	25.7.40
	School was closed at 4.30 pm today for Midsummer Recess.




	12.8.40
	School reopened today after the Summer Vacation.



	14.8.40
	Number of children on books 209.

Number present during morning session 63.

Number present during afternoon session 88.

Fall in attendance due to children being up during the night of 13-14 Aug, owing to air attack.



	16.8.40
	Because of air raids by night the average attendance for the week fell to 140.3, approximately 40 below normal.



	23.8.40
	For reasons similar to those above, the average attendance was again below normal, it being 149.3.



	27.8.40
	Head Teacher absent from duty because of severe air raid damage at his home.



	29.8.40
	Head Teacher returned to duty.



	30.8.40
	Average attendance again very low because of night raids.  Weekly average 86.2.



	9.9.40
	Mr Evans absent during the afternoon.  Ill at school during morning.




	10.9.40
	Mr Evans returned to duty this afternoon.



	13.9.40
	Average attendance shows appreciable improvement compared with previous week.  

Week ended 6 Sept.  Average 137.0

Week ended 13 Sept. Average 157.4



	17.9.40
	Mr Evans absent.  Medical examination in connection with military service.



	18.9.40
	Mr Evans returned to duty.



	20.9.40
	Average attendance continues to improve, and is now almost normal, the difference between present and normal attendances being accounted for by the fact that a number of children have been evacuated temporarily by their parents.



	23.9.40
	Children were taken to the air raid shelters today when the sirens sounded the 'alert' at 2.41 pm.  The 'all clear' was given at 3.09 pm.  At 3.16 pm the 'alert' was given again, and the children were in their shelters until 3.42 pm when 'raiders passed' signal was given.



	27.9.40
	Average attendance for the past week was 166.5.



	1.10.40
	Mr Evans absent from duty, called up for interview by Royal Air Force authorities.



	3.10.40
	Because of air raid 'alerts', children were in their shelters from 10.50 am to 11.12 am, and from 2.57 pm to 3.42 pm today.



	4.10.40
	Mr Evans returned to school this afternoon.  As a result of his interviews he is to report for military service with the R.A.F. on the 6th inst.  Average attendance for week-ended 4.10.40 was 176.4.




	7.10.40
	Mrs J. Ensell commenced duty as a Supply Teacher today.




	15.10.40
	An air raid 'alert' was sounded at 1.53 pm.  Children who had arrived at school proceeded to the shelters.  The 'all clear' was given at 2.15 pm.




	17.10.40
	A bomb, which fell in the school playground during the night of 16-17th Oct., caused damage to the school windows, heating apparatus, electric fittings and parts of the structure of the building.  Very slight damage was also done to the piano, scholars' desks, a blackboard, two stock cupboards and a shelter lamp.  It was decided that the school should be closed on Thursday and Friday 17th and 18th inst.  As a fortnight's holiday was to commence on 18th inst, Nov. 4th was given as a provisional date for reopening the school.

H.M.I. Arnold visited the school to ascertain the extent of the damage.



	4.11.40
	It was not possible to reopen the school today as the damaged structure and heating apparatus had not been repaired; nor had broken windows been replaced.  The staff room was made usable, and a scheme put into operation, whereby all children were able to attend school in relays for at least an hour each day, the work of that hour being supplemented, in the case of the older children, by homework.



	7.11.40
	H.M.I. Arnold visited the school.  The Head Teacher reported to him on the progress of the repairs, on emergency educational facilities available for the children, and on the possible reopening date.



	8.11.40
	A report on the measures taken for the instruction of the children during the closure of school was sent to the Chief Education Officer.



	13.11.40
	Sufficient classrooms are now available for children to attend half time.



	15.11.40
	School reopened this morning at 9 am. A communication was sent to the Chief Education Officer asking for repairs to be carried out on the school shelters, as a considerable amount of moisture is entering through the joints.


	21.11.40
	The children were in the school shelters today from 10.11 am to 10.32 am, and from 2.16 pm to 2.32 pm because of air raid 'alerts'.



	22.11.40
	Air raid 'alert' lasting from 3.40 pm to 4.33 pm.  Junior School children only in shelters as Infants went home at 3.30 pm.



	25.11.40
	Head Teachers were informed at a meeting held on Sunday, 24th inst, that evacuation facilities had been extended to cover all schools in which there was a scarcity of water.  In response to a circular letter, the parents of twenty-six children of this school intimated that they desired their children to be evacuated.



	27.11.40
	At a district meeting of Head Teachers held at Hastings Road S. B. School, it was decided that Turfpits Lane J&I School party would be evacuated Thurs, 28th inst to the Alfreton district of Derbyshire.



	28.11.40
	School closed for remainder of week owing to evacuation.

Twenty-one children, including one from Tedbury Crescent J&I School, were accompanied by N.G. Perrott and R.H. Trown to the reception area.

Miss Perrott remained there with the children, and I returned to B'ham after seeing the children settled into their billets, and completing educational arrangements.  The children were to be absorbed by Ironville Junior & Infants Schools under the Headship of Mr L. Hardwick and Miss ...



	2.12.40
	School reopened for the morning session.  The heating apparatus was out of order because new radiators were being fixed and heating pipes had to be refastened to the walls.  The classroom temperature was 38º.  These facts were reported to the Education Committee's representative and it was decided to close school until Wednesday 4th inst, children to attend for their milk. 



	4.12.40
	School reopened.

Owing to air raid 'alerts' the children were in the shelters from 1.40 pm to 2 pm; 2.05 pm to 2.53 pm; and 3.46 pm to 4.20 pm.

Miss E. Jaffe reported for duty to replace Miss N. G. Perrott as from 3.12.40. 


	12.12.40
	Dr J MacGregor visited the school to obtain information concerning the necessity for the erection of two more classrooms.  Her opinion was that such a step was essential.



	16.12.40
	Mrs J Ensell absent from duty owing to illness.  Medical certificate received.  An air raid 'alert' lasted from 2.20 pm to 2.43 pm.  The children went to the shelters.



	17.12.40
	The children went to the shelters at 1.45 pm and stayed there until 2.45 pm because of an air raid 'alert'.  School hours now 9.30 am to 12.15 pm and 1.45 pm to 3.30 pm for Infants, 4 pm for Juniors.



	20.12.40
	School was closed at mid day for the Christmas Holiday.



	6.1.41
	School reopened.  Mrs Ensell returned to duty.  Mrs Hartshorne absent, ill.



	7.1.41
	Air raid alert from 1.25 pm to 2.15 pm.



	8.1.41
	Air raid alert from 2.53 pm to 3.25 pm.



	20.1.41
	Mrs Ensell absent from duty.  

Owing to heavy falls of snow the attendance today was very low: fifty-one children were present during the morning session, and forty-three during the afternoon session.



	21.1.41
	Mrs Ensell returned to duty.

The attendance was still low, numbers present being: morning session 51, afternoon session 47.

An air raid alert lasted from 3.21 pm to 3.55 pm.




	22.1.41
	The inclement weather still caused low attendances: morning session 65 were present; afternoon session 65 present.



	23.1.41
	Miss Allen absent from duty owing to injury caused by a fall whilst she was on her way to school.  Miss Jaffe also absent, ill (influenza).  Miss Allen returned to duty for the afternoon session.



	24.1.41
	The average attendance for the week was 59.3; percentage, 31.5.  These figures are the lowest recorded since the school opened.



	27.1.41
	Miss Davis seconded from Brookfields Inf School, to replace Mrs Hartshorne whilst she is ill.



	10.2.41
	Miss Davis absent from duty, ill, influenza.  School Savings Bank started.  Mrs Hartshorne returned to duty.



	11.2.41
	Air raid alert from 2.59 pm to 3.51 pm.  The children went to the shelters.



	13.2.41
	Medical certificate received from Miss Davis.  This was sent to the Chief Education Officer and, Mrs Hartshorne having returned to duty, Miss Davis was asked to report at the Education Office, as her services here were no longer required.



	17.2.41
	Miss Jaffe absent from duty, owing to influenza cold.



	18.2.41
	Miss Jaffe returned to duty.

The total amount collected through the School National Savings Group reached £100.00 today; this amount having been collected since 28 June 40.

Normal school hours 9.00 am to 12 noon and 2.00 to 4.30 pm (Infants 4.00 pm) were reverted to as from 3 Feb 41.




	21.2.41
	Average attendance for week 129.5.  Figure low because of measles, chicken pox and whooping cough.  A further complaint was sent to the Education Office about the school shelters.  A letter was also sent to the Chief Education asking for permission for a 'spotter' system to be adopted so that the children need only go to the shelters when danger was imminent.



	24.2.41
	Air raid alert lasted from 2.47 pm to 3.07 pm.



	27.2.41
	Air raid alert lasted from 2.10 pm to 2.32 pm.



	3.3.41
	Six more children were evacuated today.  I accompanied them to the reception area at Ironville, where they joined the party previously evacuated from this school.  Of the twenty who were first taken, seven have since returned to Birmingham.  Miss Perrott, who has been in charge of the party in Ironville, has successfully applied for a situation nearer her home, and will take up her new duties on 1 April next.



	6.3.41
	I was informed by Mr Clark, at the Education Office, that it would not be possible to send out another teacher to replace Miss Perrott when her resignation takes effect.  I have informed Mr Hardwick, the Head Teacher of Ironville J.M School of this fact, and have made an alternative suggestion to the effect that one of the Birmingham teachers evacuated with children from Peckham Rd J.M School, now staying in Ironville, should act as contact teacher in Miss Perrott's place.



	7.3.41
	Air raid alert from 3.34 pm to 4.25 pm.



	14.3.41
	School closed for the day; the holiday to count as the two occasional holidays allowed under Elementary Day School Regulation No 4.



	17.3.41
	Miss Jaffe absent during the afternoon because of a leg injury caused by slipping down tram steps.




	18.3.41
	Miss Jaffe returned to duty.



	26.3.41
	Air raid alert 3.54 pm to 4.10 pm.



	31.3.41
	Miss Perrott resigned from the service of the Education Committee.



	1.4.41
	It was decided at a group meeting that the staff of this school should assist with the Emergency Feeding Centre to be established at Tedbury Crescent J & I School.



	9.4.41
	School was closed at 4.30 pm today for the Easter vacation.



	21.4.41
	School was reopened this morning.



	24.4.41
	Fire Prevention Duty started this evening.  The period of duty is from dusk to dawn each night; there are three watchers on duty at a time; volunteers from the staff are Miss Jaffe and I; the others being parents of children attending the school, and friends of the school.



	25.4.41
	A letter was sent to the Chief Education Officer asking that the school boundary fence should be repaired.  It was pointed out that there were in the fence over twenty gaps, varying in width from eighteen inches to fourteen feet; that a right of way across the premises was being established; that the grounds were being used by the youths of the neighbourhood as recreation grounds; that much damage was being done by these irresponsible people; that easy access to the playground was conducive to forceful entries into the school building being made; that on the last of these occasions all the school keys were stolen; that the prevention of these occurrences was made more difficult as we had no resident caretaker; and that this matter was reported nine months ago, repairs were then promised, and have been promised on several occasions since, but in the meantime the fences are gradually disappearing, and nothing is being done.




	30.4.41
	Air raid alert 10.59 am to 11.16 am.



	12.5.41
	Nurse Marchbank visited the school to examine the children with a view to the detection of head vermin.



	21.5.41
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school and examined thirty children.



	30.5.41 
	School was closed at the end of the morning session.  Whitsuntide Holiday.



	16.6.41
	School reopened this morning.

Nurse Marchbank visited the school to examine children with a view to the detection of head vermin.



	14.7.41
	Air raid alert from 1.55 pm to 2.17 pm.



	24.7.41
	School closed at 4.30 pm today for the Summer Holiday, two weeks.



	11.8.41
	School reopened at 9.00 am this morning.  During the holiday the erection of another hut has commenced.



	18.8.41
	Nurse Marchbank visited the school to examine children with a view to the detection of head vermin.



	25.8.41
	Mr J. M. Dawson L.D.S. visited the school to examine the children's teeth.



	6.9.41
	Mr Evans was demobilised from the army on 5.9.41 and was transferred from this school to Dulwich Road Senior Boys' School as from 6.9.41.



	11.9.41
	Mrs Ensell absent from duty.



	15.9.41
	Mrs Ensell returned to duty.



	25.9.41
	Mrs Hartshorne absent from duty.




	26.9.41
	Mrs Hartshorne returned to duty.



	3.10.41
	School closed today for the Autumn Holiday, a fortnight, at 4.30 pm.



	20.10.41
	School reopened today at 9.00 am.



	23.10.41
	Mrs Hartshorne absent from duty.



	24.10.41
	Miss Jaffe absent from duty; interview for a situation nearer home.



	27.10.41
	Miss Jaffe returned to duty.



	29.10.41
	Miss Jaffe tendered her resignation to the Committee.



	11.11.41
	Miss Kettell, a probationer, was appointed to the staff of this school.  Miss Jaffe absent from duty, ill.



	24.11.41
	Miss Jaffe returned to duty.

Miss Allen absent from duty, rheumatism.



	28.11.41
	Miss Jaffe left the service of the Education Committee, to take a situation in Leeds, nearer her home.  Nurse Marchbank visited the school to examine children who, on previous visits, were found to have dirty heads.

The additional hut, providing two extra classrooms, which was started last August is now complete.  Furniture for one classroom has arrived, and a new Junior class is to be formed.  The second class room is to be used, for a time, as a Hall.  An addition staffroom has also been erected, but the furniture for this has not yet arrived.



	2.12.41
	Miss M. F. Hockley, of the Supply Staff took up duty in this school this afternoon.



	8.12.41
	Miss Allen returned to duty.

A new Junior class was formed today.




	12.12.41
	Miss Allen absent from the morning session because of illness.



	18.12.41
	Mrs Hockley absent during the afternoon; school visit to Beeches Road.



	22.12.41
	School closed at 4.30 pm today for the Christmas Vacation.



	12.1.42
	School reopened at 9.00 am today.



	15.1.42
	Nurse Marchbanks visited the school to examine children's heads with a view to the detection of head vermin.



	14.1.42
	Mrs Hockley absent from duty today because of illness.



	15.1.42
	Mrs Hockley returned to duty today.



	20.1.42
	Owing to heavy falls of snow the attendance today was much below normal.  During the morning session thirty children were present.  For the afternoon session ten children presented themselves, but as they were so cold and wet that their health was likely to be affected, they were sent home, and the school was closed for the afternoon session.



	21.1.42
	Number present am 57, pm 59.



	22.1.42
	Number present am 70, pm 68.



	23.1.42
	Number present am 45, pm 43.

The severe weather this week has been responsible for one of the lowest average attendances since the school opened.  Average for the week 78.1; percentage 35.7.



	2.2.42
	Further falls of snow caused today's attendance to fall below the average. During the morning session 121 children were present, and 139 attended for the afternoon session.



	3.2.42
	Number present am 108 ; pm 111.




	4.2.42
	Number present am 149 ; pm 152.



	5.2.42
	Number present am 157 ; pm 158.



	6.2.42
	Number present am 151; pm 149.

The average attendance for the week was 139.5, giving a percentage of 66.4.  The playground, after periods of snow or heavy rain, becomes a quagmire.  The mud in some parts is two inches deep, the worst patches being in the playground adjoining the classrooms.  This matter has been reported to the Chief Education Officer several times during recent months, but no action has yet been taken to make an improvement. 


	11.2.42
	Miss Kettell absent from duty.



	12.2.42
	Miss Kettell returned to duty.



	16.2.42
	Mrs Hartshorne absent from duty.



	19.2.42
	Mrs Hartshorne returned to duty.



	23.2.42
	Mrs Ensell absent from duty.



	25.2.42
	Mrs Ensell returned to duty.

Mrs Hockley absent from duty.



	27.2.42
	Mrs Hockley returned for the afternoon session.

Miss Kettell tendered her resignation to the Committee.  

Dr Vera Fellowes visited the school to inoculate children against diphtheria.  Thirty children were treated.



	12.3.42
	After consultation with Mr Cousens, Assistant Education Officer, Miss Kettell withdrew her resignation.



	17.3.42
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of carrying out a medical inspection of thirty children.



	20.3.42
	Nurse Large visited the school for the purpose of examining children with a view to the detection of the presence of vermin.




	1.4.42
	School closed at 4.30 pm today for Easter Vacation.



	13.4.42
	School reopened today.



	16.4.42
	Miss Allen absent from duty owing to illness.



	20.4.42
	Miss Allen returned to duty.



	21.4.42
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of inspecting cases needing following up as a result of a previous medical examination.



	23.4.42
	Inoculation of children against diphtheria completed today.  48 children received the treatment.



	5.5.42
	Mrs Hockley absent from duty.



	12.5.42
	Mrs Hockley returned to duty.



	13.5.42
	Mrs Hockley absent from duty.

Repairs of a temporary nature have been made to the fence surrounding that part of the school site at present being used.

The playground surface has been improved by covering it with a coating of tarmac.  Two more Air Raid Shelters have been completed too.



	21.5.42
	Mrs Hockley returned to duty this afternoon.



	22.5.42
	School closed at noon today for the Whitsuntide Holiday which, this year, is of a fortnight's duration.



	8.6.42
	School reopened at 9.00 am today.

Mrs Hartshorne absent from duty.



	9.6.42
	Nurse Large visited school; head inspection.



	29.6.42
	Mrs Hartshorne returned to school this afternoon.




	22.7.42
	The parents of children of this school were invited to come to see their children's work during the afternoon.  Despite shocking weather conditions, and difficulties caused by war conditions, 102 parents took advantage of the invitation.



	23.7.42
	School should have closed this afternoon for the Summer Vacation (two weeks) but instructions were received from the Chief Education Officer that all schools were to remain open from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm daily, for such children whose parents wished them to attend.  The number enrolled for attendance for the holiday period was 56, twenty-five percent of the scholars on roll.



	10.8.42
	Mrs Hartshorne applied for and obtained six months leave of absence (sick leave) due to start today.  Miss Kettell was transferred from the staff of this school to that of City Road School on 1st inst.  Miss Jones, a probationer, and Mrs Dugard, formerly a member of Boulton Road J&I School, was sent to replace Miss Kettell and Mrs Hartshorne.



	11.8.42
	Copy of details of Report on Holidays at School submitted to Chief Education Officer:

Children who promised to attend                             56

(25% of school total)

Average attendance for 1st week                            37.6

                                  2nd week                           20.5

Highest attendance for any day                              44

Lowest                                                                16

Number of teacher on duty each day                        2

Number of days each teacher was on duty                3

Proportion of Infants to Juniors                              2:3

Number of children whose parents were at work      15

(not necessarily war work)

Of these children four only made attendance of 50% or more

Activities arranged included playground games; walks to the Park and to Witton Lakes; a day at Sutton Park; gardening; collection, sorting and bagging of salvaged materials; craft work and decoration; singing; story telling, dramatics and dancing; cricket match and jumping contest.

Mrs B Smith a member of the Supply Staff commenced duty her today.




	12.8.42
	Mrs Ensell absent, ill.



	17.8.42
	Mrs Ensell returned to duty.



	18.8.42
	Mrs Smith absent from duty; her husband, who is a member of H.M Forces is home on leave.  Leave of absence granted by Chief Education Officer up to, but no including, 24 inst.



	25.8.42
	Mrs Smith returned to duty.



	31.8.42
	Nurse Large visited the school for the purpose of examining children with a view to the detection of the presence of head vermin.



	1.9.42
	Mrs Smith withdrawn temporarily.  Miss Gittins appointed as Assistant Supplementary Teacher as from today.  Miss Gittins is a probationer.



	25.9.42
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of examining 30 children.  The majority of these children are enrolled for evacuation, should it be necessary.



	30.9.42
	Mrs Ensell left the service of the Committee today.

Mrs Hockley also left today to take up duty at Moor End Senior School.



	1.10.42
	Mrs Smith returned to this school to replace Mrs Hockley.

Mrs Snoxall, a member of the Supply Staff, was sent to replace Mrs Ensell.



	9.10.42
	Miss Allen absent from duty; ill.



	10.10.42
	Miss Allen returned to duty.



	23.10.42
	School closed today at 4.30 pm for Autumn Holiday, two weeks.



	9.11.42
	School reopened today.  Hours for Winter months are 9.15 am to 12.15 pm, and 1.45 pm to 3.45 pm for Infants.  Juniors continue until 4.15 pm.




	11.11.42
	Nurse Large visited the school to examine the children's heads, with a view to the detection of vermin.



	23.11.42
	Mrs Smith absent.  Leave of absence granted by Education Committee as her husband was on leave from H.M.Forces.



	30.11.42
	Dr Fellowes, A.M.O.H. for Diphtheria Prevention visited the school today, for the purpose of inoculating children against diphtheria.  Forty-five children were treated.



	17.12.42
	Mrs Dugard absent owing to illness.

Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of examining thirty children.  Second visit of Dr Fellowes.



	21.12.42
	Mrs Sugard returned to duty today.



	23.12.42
	Permission was granted by the Chief Education Officer for registers not to be marked on the occasion of the School Christmas Party this afternoon.

School closed today for the Christmas Holiday.



	11.1.43
	School reopened today.



	14.1.43
	Dr Fellowes visited the school for the purpose of giving the children a second inoculation against diphtheria.



	20.1.43
	Nurse Large visited the school to examine children's heads with a view to the detection of head vermin.



	28.1.43
	The children were given their third inoculation against diphtheria.  Of the 217 children now in the school, all but four have, at one time or another, been treated.  These four are unable to receive protective treatment as they have recently had diphtheria.



	29.1.43
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of medically examining thirty children.



	8.2.43
	Mrs Smith absent from duty; husband on leave from H.M.Forces.




	15.2.43
	Mrs Snoxell returned to duty.



	17.2.43
	In view of the number of near-accidents in which the younger children of this school have been involved in Turfpits Lane, I wrote to the Chief Education Officer, requesting that a barrier of the Safety First type be erected in the road in front of the school entrance used by the Infants.



	24.2.43
	Mr J. M. Dawson, School Dentist, visited the school today for the purpose of examining the teeth of all children who were present.



	1.3.43
	School closed today; the holiday to count as the two occasional holidays allowed under Elementary Day School Regulation No 4.



	2.3.43
	Mrs Smith absent from duty; husband on leave from H.M.Forces.



	4.3.43
	Because of an air raid alert lasting from 9.15 am to 9.45 am the children had to go to the shelters.



	8.3.43
	Mrs Smith returned to duty.

Miss Allen absent from duty, because of illness.



	10.3.43
	Miss Allen returned to duty.



	12.4.43
	Mrs Snoxell absent from duty.



	14.4.43
	Owing to the Education Committee's decision to shorten the Summer Vacation and correspondingly lengthen other holidays, school was closed at 4.30 pm today, one week before normal closing day for Easter.



	3.5.43
	School reopened today.  Mrs Snoxell still absent from duty, because of illness.



	6.5.43
	Nurse Large visited the school to examine the children's head with a view to the detection of vermin.



	25.5.43
	Mrs Smith absent from duty, having been granted leave of absence because her husband is home on leave from His Majesty's Forces.



	31.5.43
	Mrs Snoxell and Mrs Smith returned to duty today.




	11.6.43
	School closed at noon today for one week; Whitsuntide Holiday.



	21.6.43
	School reopened today.



	28.6.43
	In connection with National Savings a special 'Wings for Victory' week was organised by the City Savings Committee.  This school set out to collect £50 as its contribution to this effort.  The total amount collected was £132 for the week, bringing the School's grand total to £1000 saved in three years.



	15.7.43
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of examining thirty children.



	20.7.43
	The children's parents were invited to come to see their work.  a hundred and thirty parents took advantage of the offer.



	22.7.43
	School closed today at 4.30 pm for the Summer Vacation.



	9.8.43
	School reopened today at 9.00 am.



	17.8.43
	Mrs Smith absent from duty; husband on leave from H.M.Forces.  Returned 23.8.43.



	30.8.43
	Peter Robbins, aged 9, fell in the playground during the afternoon recess, and, as a result of the fall, fractured his right forearm.  He was taken home and proceeded to hospital for treatment.  A report was sent to the Chief Education Officer.



	9.9.43
	Miss Allen absent from duty because of illness.



	16.9.43
	The school was visited today, for purposes of inspection by Mr A. Brook, H.M.I.



	20.9.43
	Miss Allen returned to duty.



	23.9.43
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of carrying out a medication examination of 30 children.



	15.10.43
	School closed today at 4.30 pm for the Autumn Holiday; two weeks.




	1.11.43
	School reopened today at 9.00 am.



	10.11.43
	Nurse Large visited the school for the purpose of examining children with a view to the detection of the presence of vermin.



	11.11.43
	Mrs Smith absent from duty; husband on leave from H.M.Forces.



	5.11.43
	All the children of the Junior School paid a visit to the exhibition staged by the Birmingham Council for the Prevention of Accidents at Messrs Greys, Bull St.



	18.11.43
	Mrs Smith returned to duty.



	19.11.43
	Permission has been granted for afternoon school hours to be altered for the winter months.  Afternoon sessions as from Monday next, 22 Nov. 43 will be

Infants   1.30 pm to 3.30 pm

Juniors   1.30 pm to 4.00 pm

These arrangements will continue until 22 January 44.



	22.11.43
	Mrs Dugard absent from duty because of illness.  Returned 23.11.43



	25.11.43
	Mrs Snoxell absent from duty because of illness.  Returned 29.11.43



	30.11.43
	Mrs Dugard absent from duty because of illness.  Returned 3.12.43



	14.12 43
	Nurse large visited the school to examine the children's heads with a view to the detection of head vermin.



	16.12.43
	Mrs Snoxell absent during the afternoon.  Permission granted for her to visit her husband who is in hospital.



	21.12.43
	Permission for registers not to be marked this afternoon, the occasion is the School Christmas Party, was granted by the Chief Education Officer.



	22.12.43
	School was closed at 4.00 pm today for the Christmas Holiday.



	10.1.44
	School reopened at 9.00 am today.




	12.1.44
	Mr Dawson visited the school today for the purpose of examining the teeth of all children who were present.



	7.2.44
	Eight girls and nine boys were today transferred to Hastings Road Senior School.



	14.2.44
	Mrs Smith absent from duty.  Permission for leave of absence granted by the Chief Education Officer because her husband is on leave from H.M.Forces.  Miss Allen was taken ill during the morning and had to go home.



	22.2.44
	Mrs Smith and Miss Allen returned to duty.  Mrs Snoxell absent; husband on leave from H.M.Forces.

School was closed yesterday, 21st Feb, for the whole day; the two half days to count as those allowed for occasional holiday.  Elementary School Regulation No 4.



	25.2.44
	Mrs Snoxell returned to duty.



	28.2.44
	Owing to an overnight fall of snow the attendance today was below average.  116 children were present during the morning session, and 122 during the afternoon.



	7.3.44
	Mrs Smith absent, ill.  Returned to duty on 13.3.44.



	7.4.44
	School closed today at 4.30 pm for the Easter Holiday.



	17.4.44
	School reopened today at 9.00 am.



	18.4.44
	During the latter months of 1943 and extra hut was erected on the school site for use as a Dining Centre and Hall.  It was ready for use on 10 February 44, and has been used as a School Hall since that date.  Stock for the School Canteen arrived today.



	25.4.44
	The first meal was served in the School Canteen.  One hundred and fifteen children (41 Infants and 74 Juniors) took advantage of the facilities offered. 
Three paid helpers have been appointed by the Education Committee to prepare the Dining Room, serve up the meal, and wash up afterwards.  Older Junior children have been selected to assist with the serving, supervised by three members of the staff.




	26.4.44
	Because of persistent damage done to the school buildings and site by unknown persons, a copy of this letter was sent to the chief Education Officer by me today, several previous letters and verbal complaints having produced no response.



	Letter attached
	Turfpits Lane School J & I                                            26.4.44

Birmingham 23

Dear Sir

   You will probably have received from my caretaker a report that more windows were broken in our dining hall during the Easter Holiday.  Last night still more damage was done to windows.

   Always this occurs to the same windows, those facing a part of the school site which is unfenced.  This particular part of the site seems to be used as a general recreation ground during the evenings and, frequently, so is the actual school playground.

   Every week end empty bottles are stood on the playground, and stones thrown at them until they are reduced to fragments.

   Both dining hall and playground are used several times a day for physical training, and, although the caretaker does her best to sweep up all broken glass in both places, pieces become lodged in the cracks between floor boards and in rough parts of the asphalt covering, constituting a great danger to children using these places.
   This invasion of the school site will be aggravated during the coming weeks, because, fortunately or unfortunately, we have in the school garden a number of good fruit trees, capable of bearing several hundredweight of apples and pears.  During the last four years not a single apple or pear has been allowed to grow to walnut size.  Moreover, the trees have been badly damaged, and hedges destroyed by the people who have stolen the fruit.

   The school garden has been rifled time after time, and so discouraged were we by the efforts of the thieves last year that I determined unless something could be done about it, it was not worth all the trouble we spent upon it, particularly as all gardening is done outside school hours.

You will understand what a constant source of worry and gnawing irritation all this is, particularly if you know the tremendous handicaps under which we have worked here.

   We are anxious that this should be a school of which the Education Committee should be proud, and are doing all which lies within our power to achieve that end.
   May I ask that my complaints be placed before your committee once more, with the object of seeing what can be done to render the school immune from the depredations of the irresponsible people of the neighbourhood.

   Yours faithfully

      R. H. Trown

         (Headmaster)



	1.5.44
	Miss Jones was given three days leave of absence.  Her fiancé is on short leave from the Middle Eastern area of operations.



	12.5.44
	Miss Jones granted one day’s leave of absence so that she could attend an interview for another situation.
Lily Chambers, aged 8, a pupil of this school, fell and fractured her elbow at 12.23 pm in the school playground today, whilst waiting for the school dinners to be delivered from Tedbury Crescent School.  She attempted to jump over the back of another girl who was stooping down, and, unaware of what was happening, got up before Lily was over.  Lily fell onto her elbow.  I rendered first aid, then took her to the General Hospital.  There she received treatment for a fractured elbow.

Mrs Snoxells and Mrs Dugard, two members of the staff who were on duty in the playground, were on the spot immediately, although neither actually saw the accident.
The matter was reported to the Chief Education Officer.



	17.5.44
	Mrs Smith absent from duty.  Husband on short leave.  Returned 18.5.44



	22.5.44
	Mrs Dugard absent from duty because of illness.



	24.5.44
	Nurse Large visited the school to examine the children's heads with a view to the detection of vermin.




	26.5.44
	Mrs Dugard returned to duty.

School was closed at 12 noon today for the Whitsuntide recess.



	5.6.44
	School reopened at 9.00 am today.



	29.6.44
	Mrs Dugard absent; unwell.  Returned 30.6.44



	5.7.44
	Mrs Dugard absent, mother died.  Returned 12.7.44



	7.7.44
	Dr J MacGregor visited the school for the purpose of inspection.



	14.7.44
	Mrs Smith absent from duty.  Returned 16.7.44

	26.7.44
	The children's parents were invited to come to school to see the work done in the past six months.  One hundred and forty two parents came along.



	27.7.44
	School closed today at 4.30 pm for the Summer Vacation.



	28.8.44
	School reopened at 9.00 am today.  In view of the impending retirement of Miss Jones and Mrs Snoxell at the end of this month, two probationer teachers, Miss E J Moss and Miss M Mottram, have been appointed and started her today.



	19.9.44
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of medically examining thirty children.



	15.9.44
	Mrs Smith absent since 11 Sept.  Husband on leave from H.M.Forces.  Returned 18 Sept 44.



	10.10.44
	Mrs Dugard absent.  Severe cold.  Returned 18 October 44.



	23.10.44
	Mrs Smith absent.  Husband on leave.  Returned 14 October 44.



	27.10.44
	School closed at 4.30 pm today for Autumn holiday.



	6.11.44
	School reopened today at 9.00 am.



	14.11.44
	Mrs Smith absent.  Husband on leave from H.M.Forces.  Returned 21.11.44



	30.11.44
	Miss Moss absent, ill.  Returned 4.12.44



	11.12.44
	Miss Allen absent, ill.  Returned 30.11.44



	15.12.44
	Miss Mottram absent, ill.  Returned 19.12.44



	21.12.44
	School was closed this afternoon, permission having been obtained from the Chief Education Officer.  The children had their Christmas Party.



	22.12.44
	School closed at 12 noon today for two weeks, Christmas holiday.



	8.1 45
	School reopened today at 9.00 am.

During the holiday fifteen of the sixteen radiators in the school were damaged by frost.  As a result there was no heating in the school, and classroom temperatures were 37 degrees.  The frost also put out of order children's lavatories, staffroom lavatories, and the geyser in the canteen. The Chief Education Officer was informed, and it was decided that it would be advisable to send the children home.  The hundred and fifty nine who had attended, were given their morning milk, told to return for dinner and afternoon milk, that school would reopen tomorrow, Tues, and were then sent home.  Mrs Dugard is absent.



	9.1.45
	Conditions this morning in school had not improved, so the children were given work to do at home, English and Arithmetic, and told to attend again tomorrow, Wednesday.

Mrs Dugard has sent a medical certificate which states that she will not be fit to do full time teaching until after Easter.  She had already made application to do half time teaching, as she found the full time job and home duties too much for her.  Permission was not given, so this means she will be absent altogether.



	10.1.45
	The children came to school this morning, but as the rooms were still not heated, work was given to them to do at home.  Highest temperature in classroom 45 degrees.  Outdoor temperature maximum 4 degrees below freezing point.  The geyser in the canteen has been damaged by frost.  All water used by the helpers has to be heated in the staff kitchen and carried across the playground.




	11.1.45
	Children stayed at school for an hour each session today.  A fall of snow reduced the numbers to 72 in the morning and 41 in the afternoon.



	12.1.45
	The Chief Education Officer was consulted about future arrangements, until the normal heating was resumed.  It was decided provisionally to open morning school at 9.55 am and close at 12 noon; and that afternoon school should open at 2.00 pm and close at 3.35 pm for Infants and 4.05 pm for Juniors.  Notices to this effect were sent to the parents.



	16.1.45
	Turfpits Lane School                             16th January 1944

Dear Sir

   I have to report to you that a large portion of today's school dinner had to be put in the pig bucket, as it had not been cooked sufficiently to render it consumable.

   Since school reopened on 7th inst I have had daily complaints about the half cooked condition of the vegetables and one occasion a pudding was brought to me still in its raw state inside.

   In view of the acute shortage of food, such a waste is not only inexcusable but not to be countenanced.  I should be glad if you would have enquiries made as to why the job is not being done properly.

        Yours faithfully

                R. H. Trown

                     (Headmaster)



	22.1.45
	School was closed for the morning session because of a heavy fall of snow and low classroom temperatures, maximum 42 degrees.  The 134 children who presented themselves were sent home and asked to attend again in the afternoon.  The Chief Education Officer was informed. The afternoon temperatures in the classrooms ranged between 54 and 58 degrees.  The children were kept at school.   Mrs Ensell took up duties 15.1.45.  




	26 1 45
	Inclement weather and prevalence of measles and mumps have resulted in poor attendances this week.  The percentage of attendance for the week is 64.5.



	29.1.45
	With outdoor temperature of 12 degrees and classroom temperatures of 35 to 37 degrees it was considered inadvisable to keep at school those children whose parents were at home and who had fires at home.  Many homes are now without fuel, however, so it was decided that all children from these homes should be allowed to stay at school in the school canteen, where there are two coke fires.  The children whose parents were both working on war production, were also allowed to stay.  There were seventeen of the former and twenty-five of the latter.  A staff rota was formed for supervision duty, teachers not on duty being allowed to go home, as there was no heating in the staff rooms because of a failure of the gas supply.

Because of transport difficulties school dinners did not arrive until 2.20 pm, two hours late.

Miss Allen is absent today because of illness.

One hundred and thirty five children presented themselves this morning.  Their school milk supply was frozen and had to be thawed before they could take it home in their own containers.  Until weather conditions improve, this practice of allowing the children to take home their milk will be continued.



	30.1.45
	Conditions today are worsened by a heavy fall of snow overnight.  69 children presented themselves this morning.  Again those whose parents were working or who had not fire at home were allowed to stay in the school canteen.  The others were sent home.



	31.3.45
	An improvement in the weather permitted the reopening of school today.  Classroom temperatures were up to 55 degrees.  Miss Allen still absent today.



	1.2.45
	Miss Allen absent, ill; bronchitis; medical certificate received from her.  Returned 7.2.45




	5.2.45
	Radiators have not been refitted and the only heat in the classrooms is from the hot water pipes.  As the weather has become milder, it has been decided to reopen school at the normal time and continue until 4.00 pm for Infant classes, and 4.30 pm for Junior classes.

Owing to acute shortage of teachers in the city, the Education Committee has decided that classes in Junior and Infant Departments can how have up to 55 in them, and that in schools with under 265 in them, Head Teachers must be responsible for a class; as numbers here are below that figure, I shall take a class.



	26.2.45
	School closed for whole day; occasional holiday.



	1.3.45
	Miss Mottram has been transferred from the staff of the school to that of Dulwich Road JM School.

During the night of 28 February-1 March, unknown person or persons broke into one of the classrooms through the emergency door, and took:

21 pairs plimsolls

6 boxes pastels

1 box paints

2 reading books "Wide Wings"

1 history book 

and several note books

The Chief Education Officer and the police have been informed.



	5.3.45
	Mrs Ensell absent; sprained wrist.  Returned 8.3.45 pm.



	6.3.45
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of medically examining thirty children.



	9.3.45
	Mrs Ensell again absent; wrist fractured.  Returned 19.3.45



	17.3.45
	Nurse Large visited the school to examine the children's heads with a view to the detection of vermin.



	28.3.45
	School closed today at 4.30 pm for the Easter Holiday.




	9.4.45
	School reopened today after the Easter Vacation, at 9.00 am.  Mrs Dugard, who has been absent since Christmas 44, returned to duty today.

Mrs Smith absent; ill.  Returned 16.4.45

Miss Moss absent, ill.  Returned 16.4.45

Miss Keeling, a supplementary teacher, took up duty here today.

Mrs Ensell has to attend hospital on Mons, Weds and Fridays at 11.00 am for treatment to her wrist.



	16.4.45
	Miss Keeling, being no longer required, she was asked to return to the Education Office.



	17.4.45
	Mrs Dugard absent; severe cold.  Returned 18.4.45



	26.4.45
	Nurse Large visited the school to examine the children's heads with a view to the detection of vermin.



	7.5.45
	School closed at 4.30 pm today for two days, during which VE Day celebrations took place.  This marks the end of the War in Europe.  Mrs Neale appointed clerk here.



	10.5.45
	School reopened today at 9.00 am.  The attendance was low; 110 children being present; 59 per cent am; 66 per cent pm.

Much damage has been done on the site during the celebrations.  The following is a copy of a letter sent to the Chief Education Officer.  Mr F a Norwell, North District Inspector of Schools, visited the school to view the damage.



	Letter
	Turfpits Lane School                                        10th May 1945

Dear Sir

   I have to report on VE Day celebrations as they affected this school.

   On my return this morning I hardly recognised the site.  Over half the hedge and fencing at the back of the school have completely disappeared; fourteen trees, seven of them large fruit trees, have also gone; three poplars have been stripped of their branches to a height of twenty-five feet; other trees have lost all, or most of their branches; the remaining trees have their trunks badly scarred; flowering shrubs have been cut to the ground and garden borders, prepared for summer bedding out plants, trampled beyond recognition.

   Forty panes of glass are broken in the hall-canteen, into which entry was made; the fire extinguisher was emptied over walls and windows; twenty plates and four salad bowls were wither smashed or stolen; an attempt to chop up the steps leading to one of the classrooms failed; but quite a quantity of coke was successfully removed.

   It seems at last, as though we have a case for an Essential Works Order, or something equally drastic.  I refer to the matter of fencing, about which I first wrote to you five years ago.

   You do agree, sir, don't you?

                 Yours faithfully

                       R.H. Trown

                          (Headmaster)



	11.5.45
	Attendance has improved today.  150 children were present during the morning session, and 148 during the afternoon.



	18.5.45
	School closed today at 12 noon for one week, Whitsuntide holiday.



	28.5.45
	School reopened at 9.00 am today.

During the holiday three classrooms were broken into, and damage done and property stolen.  This included:

3 paintboxes

20 Helix compasses

1 Bone Folder

8 Handicraft knives

9 doz coloured utility crayons (new)

3 doz lead pencils (partly used)

2 copies of "Wide Wings"

2 pairs plimsolls

4 paintboxes and 15 boxes of pastels

The damage consisted of two broken stock cupboard locks, wall displays torn up or disfigured, broken windows, and exercise books torn in two.




	29.5.45
	School playground is being resurfaced.



	11.6.45
	During the weekend unknown persons again broke into the school.  My stockroom window was smashed, the bunches of keys for the various classrooms taken out, and each classroom was entered.  all the teachers' table drawers had been searched, but nothing was taken, except two of the bunches of keys.

The Chief Education Officer and the police have been informed.



	18.6.45
	The police returned today:

3 pairs Helix compasses

2 handicraft knives

5 coloured pencils

2 copies "Wide Wings"

1 pair plimsolls

1 history book

1 teacher's library book

which had been recovered from the thieves who entered the school during the Whitsuntide holidays.



	21.6.45
	Mrs Dugard absent, ill.  Returned 28.6.45



	3.7.45
	Mrs Smith absent, ill.  Returned 4.7.45



	5.7.45
	School closed for the day as the General Election was being held.  Miss Moss absent.  Went to London for week end.  Said she was "dizzy" and could not return until Monday.



	16.7.45
	The school was broken into again during last night.  Entry was made through a window with faulty catches in the School Canteen.  The canteen cupboard was damaged, a hole being made in the side, but nothing was taken. The police and Chief Education Officer were informed.

Mrs Smith absent; leave granted to her because her husband was on leave from His Majesty's Forces.




	23.7.45
	Mrs Smith returned for the morning session only.  The Chief Education Officer had granted her further leave of absence because her husband's leave had been extended.  Nurse Large visited the school to test the sight of children in the 8+ age group.



	26.7.45
	Mrs Smith returned to duty.

School closed today at 4.30 pm for the Summer Vacation which has been extended, because of severe strain placed upon teacher during recent war years, to six weeks.

Mrs Neale, school clerk, will come in for the first and last three weeks of the holiday, to carry out her duties.



	31.8.45
	Head Teacher came to school for the day to see what progress had been made, with the work given to her, by Mrs Neale, and to give her further instructions for the remainder of the holiday.  He found that progress was very satisfactory.



	10.9.45
	School reopened today at 9.00 am.  Miss B Farrer of the Supply Staff was sent to replace Mrs Dugard, who retires on 30.9.45.

Miss H C Middleton was also appointed as an Assistant Teacher here in a supernumerary capacity.



	19.9.45
	The school dentist visited the school for the purpose of examining the children's teeth.  It was found that over 80% of the children were in need of attention.  The last time the dentist came was as long ago as 12 January 1944.



	20.9.45
	Miss Allen absent, ill.  Returned 21.9.45



	27.9.45
	Dr Fraser-Smith visited the school for the purpose of medically examining thirty children.



	28.9.45
	Mrs Dugard today retired from the service of the Education Committee.



	1.10.45
	Miss Middleton has today been appointed permanently to the staff of this school.



	3.10.45
	Miss Farrer absent, ill. Returned 5.10.45




	5.10.45
	Miss Farrer withdrawn from this school.



	8.10.45
	Miss Jones of the Supply Staff has been sent to replace Miss Farrer. 

Last week was a special one in connection with the City's Savings Campaign.  The school contribution toward this effort was £173.3.6 which amount was collected between Monday morning and Friday evening.  This beats  our previous record total for a Savings Week by £41.2.6.  Another item of importance last week was the visit of Mr Brook H.M.I.  He came on Thursday 4th inst, and spent the day here.  Whilst he was here the question of the school site was discussed, and Mr Brook agreed that it was imperative that steps should be taken to remove the general aspect of desolation which is very evident about the place.  The Headmaster promised to sent Mr Brook a copy of his most recent letter to some members of the Education Committee upon this matter.



	10.10.45
	The letter overleaf is a copy of one which was sent to Ald. W. B Kenrick, Chairman, Sites and Buildings Sub Committee; to R. E. Cousens, Esq, Assistant Education Officer; T. F. Arnold Esq, H.M. Inspector of Schools; F. A. Norwell Esq, District Inspector of Schools; Ald W. B. Featherstone Esq J.P., our School Visitor.

Letters upon the same subject have also been sent from the Parent Teacher Association connected with this school, and from Mrs Biddle whose residence is next door to the school.  She complains of nuisance caused by improper use of the school shelters by trespassers after school closes.



	Letter
	Turfpits Lane School                                             Oct 9th 1945

Dear Sir

   As the Representative of the Education Committee it is my duty to report to you on the deplorable state of the school site.  A brief history of the case will best convey to what has occurred.

   The school is a temporary one, and was opened in February 1940, at which time the site was enclosed by a hedge and paling fence.  We enjoyed almost rural surroundings.  By April of the same year the chestnut paling had disappeared.  It was replaced.  Again it disappeared and several rights of way across the school premises were fast being established.  With no resident caretaker the attendant evils can well be imagined.  I reported the matter to the Chairman of the Sites and Buildings Sub-Committee and it was decided that the whole site should be enclosed by a permanent fence at a cost of £600.  This proposal was turned down by the Board of Education because of war-time restrictions on timber.  

   Since that time there has been an endless succession of trespass, broken windows, unlawful entry, theft of school property and gradually increasing dilapidation in the appearance of the school and the site.

   The crowning achievements of the despoilers came on VE and VJ days, in connection with which fourteen large fruit and decorative trees, four fifty-foot poplars, the remainder of over 100 yds.of hedge, and the gate and gate posts were carried off.  The back of the site is now wide open and gaps in the front of it are becoming increasingly abundant.

   We have no privacy whatever.  What was once a pleasant place to see and to work in has now become an eyesore to the district.  Its poverty-stricken appearance is emphasised by the presence - not seven minutes walk away - of a well established, permanent, modern primary school.

   Conditions in a temporary school are never easy.  In one established and carried on through five and a half years of war, with the above burdens added to the usual war-time difficulties life has, to put it very mildly, not been as pleasant as it should have been.

   There is very much more I could say, but I hope this is sufficient to convince you that it is imperative that something should be done, and done at once.

   Will you please see what YOU can do about it.

                Yours faithfully

                       R H Trown

                            (Headmaster)



	10.10.45
	Miss Jones absent, ill.  Returned 12.10.45



	16.10.45
	In response to the letter sent to Mr Norwell, he paid a visit to the school for the purpose of inspecting the site.




	18.10.45
	Alderman Featherstone, having received my letter, visited the school today before making his report to the North District Managers.

A letter has also been received from the Chief Education Officer, stating that Alderman Kenrick will take an early opportunity of visiting the school.



	23.10.45
	Miss Moss absent, severe cold.  Returned 24.10.45



	24.10.45
	Twenty new houses are being erected near the school.  a drain has to be laid from Turfpits Lane to the site of these houses.  This drain cuts across the school site by the Junior entrance.  Because of this, that entrance has had to be closed and a part of the site fenced off.



	26.10.45
	School closed today at 4.30 pm for one week, the occasion being the Autumn Holiday.



	5.11.45
	School reopened today at 9.00 am.  

Miss Evans, recently appointed horticultural advisor to the schools, visit us to see how our gardening was progressing.  Unfortunately, she came too late.  Most of our garden had disappeared during the drainage excavations of the past fortnight.



	7.11.45
	School closed today on the occasion of the visit of their Majesties, King George and Queen Elizabeth
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